Fatwa of Shaykh al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyyah: 


On the Obligation of Fighting Parties 
that Abandon Shari'ah, Like the Tatars 


6 


we x Ar ll 
( ) 


PUBLICATIONS 


exe ya 5II alll pute 


Bismillahi r-Rahmani r-Rahim 


S169 dure Lead SB] alii! ST Leg gaualiil Je cabo US wade JI leg wade Je {Lo alll 


Sues dyad CB] Sgallall 33 exalt JI cles axl} cle ES5U US ade JT leg wade le 


Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin, kama sallayta 
‘ala Ibrahima wa ‘ala ali [brahima, innaka hamidun majid. Allahumma barik 
‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin, kama barakta ‘ala Ibrahima wa 


‘ala ali Ibrahima, innaka hamidun majid 


Majmu' al-Fatawa (Volume 28, pp. 501-508) 


What do the jurists, imams of the religion, say: 


About these Tatars who arrived in the year 699 AH and committed what is 
well-known from the killing of Muslims, the enslavement of some of their 
children, and plundering of any Muslims they found, desecrating the sanctities of 
the religion by humiliating Muslims and desecrating mosques, especially "Bayt 
al-Maqdis," corrupting it, and taking from the wealth of the Muslims and the public 
treasury a great burden, capturing a large number of Muslim men and displacing 
them from their homelands. And yet, they claim adherence to the Shahadatayn 
and declare the prohibition of fighting their warriors based on their claim of 
following the fundamental principles of Islam and because they spared the 
eradication of Muslims. So, is it permissible or obligatory to fight them? And if so, 
on what basis is it permissible or obligatory? Please advise us, may you be 


rewarded. 


The response: 


Praise be to Allah. Every group that refrains from adhering to any of the apparent 
and well-established laws of Islam—these people or others—must indeed be 
fought until they adhere to [all of] its laws (i.e., Shariah), even if they profess the 
Shahadatayn and observe some of its laws, just as Abu Bakr as-Siddig and the 
companions, may Allah be pleased with them, fought those who withheld zakah. 
Following a debate between ‘Umar and Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with both, 
the scholars thereafter unanimously agreed on this. Thus, the companions, may 
Allah be pleased with them, agreed on fighting for the sake of Islam, in accordance 


with the Qur’an and the Sunnah. 


Likewise, it has been confirmed from the Prophet, peace be upon him, through 
various hadiths regarding the Khawarij, that they are the worst of creation. He 
remarked, "You will consider your prayers and fasting as inferior compared to 
theirs." It demonstrates that merely professing Islam, without fully adhering to its 
laws, is not sufficient to cease fighting. Therefore, fighting is mandatory until the 
entire religion is solely for Allah, and there is no fitnah (tribulation). Whenever the 


religion is dedicated to other than Allah, fighting becomes obligatory. 


Any group that refrains from some obligatory prayers, fasting, Hajj, or from 
adhering to the prohibitions against shedding blood, unlawfully taking wealth, 
consuming alcohol, engaging in fornication, gambling, marrying forbidden 
relatives, the jihad against unbelievers, or imposing jizyah on the People of the 
Book, along with other religious duties and prohibitions—which no one is excused 
for denying or abandoning—are considered disbelievers if they deny their 
obligation. Such an abstaining group must be fought, even if they acknowledge 
these obligations. Concerning this, I am not aware of any disagreement among 
scholars. However, the jurists have debated whether a group that persists in 
abandoning certain Sunnah practices, such as the two Rak'ahs before Fajr prayer 
and the adhan and iqamah—among those who do not view these as 
obligatory—and other similar practices should be fought. But regarding the 
aforementioned obligatory and prohibited matters, there is no dispute about the 


necessity of fighting to enforce them. 


And these individuals (the Tatars and other groups that abandon some of the 
Shari‘ah), are not considered by the discerning scholars to be at the level of rebels 
who revolt against an imam or those who depart from his obedience, like the 
people of Shaam with ‘Al ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him. Indeed, 
the people of Shaam were defying the authority of a specific leader or rebelling to 


remove him from power. However, the group in question is regarded as outside 


the fold of Islam, akin to those who withheld zakah and similar to the Khawarij 
whom ‘Ali fought against. Thus, ‘Ali's approach varied in his battles: his 
engagements with the people of Basra and Shaam were like a brother fighting 
against his brother, whereas his battles against the Khawarij were markedly 


different. 


The texts from the Prophet, peace be upon him, have been authenticated and 
align with the consensus of the companions regarding the battles led by as-Siddiq 
(ie., Abu Bakr's fight against those who withheld zakah) and the battles against the 
Khawarij (as fought by ‘Alt). This is distinct from the fitnah (trials and tribulations) 
encountered with the people of Shaam and Basra. Indeed, the texts provide clear 
guidance on these matters, yet the companions and the Tabi‘tn held differing 


views regarding their interpretation. 


Among the jurists and imams, some view that the individuals who must be fought 
are those who rebel against the ruler with a valid interpretation (ta'wil) and not 
merely those who defy his authority. Other scholars categorize both groups as 
‘bughat' (rebels), noting a clear distinction between these rebels and the Tatars. 
Regarding those who do not adhere to the clearly established and widely 
transmitted (mutawatir) laws of Islam, I am not aware of any differing opinions on 


the necessity of fighting them. 


If this principle is established, then concerning these people in question—their 
military includes disbelievers such as Christians and polytheists, as well as those 
who claim to be Muslims; the latter are the majority of their forces. They recite 
the Shahadatayn when asked, hold the Prophet in high esteem, yet very few of 
them engage in prayer. Among them, those who fast during Ramadan outnumber 


those who perform regular prayers. They regard Muslims as having a higher status 


compared to others, show respect to the righteous among the Muslims, and 


possess only some aspects of Islam, varying in their adherence. 


However, the prevalent stance among them, which they defend in battle, involves 
neglecting many or most of the laws of Islam. Initially, they commit to Islam but do 
not combat those who abandon it. Instead, those who fight for the Mongol state 
are revered and left unchallenged, even if they are kafirs, enemies of Allah and His 
Messenger. Anyone rebelling against or towards the Mongol state is deemed 
legitimate for combat, even if they are among the best of the Muslims. They do 
not wage jihad against the disbelievers, nor do they impose the jizyah and 
subjugation on the People of the Book. Moreover, their forces are not prohibited 
from worshiping as they please, be it the sun, the moon, or otherwise. Evidently, 
Muslims among them are regarded merely as just, righteous, or devout volunteers, 
while non-believers are viewed on par with the sinful or those neglecting 


voluntary acts in Islam. 


Similarly, the general populace among them does not prohibit the shedding of 
Muslim blood or the taking of their wealth, unless their sultan explicitly forbids it. 
In other words, they do not voluntarily refrain from these actions; they only obey 
such commands because they come from their ruler, not out of religious 
obligation. Generally, they do not commit to performing their religious duties, be it 
prayer, zakah, Hajj, or other obligations. They also do not adhere to adjudicating 
disputes among themselves according to the laws of Allah (Shari'ah); rather, they 
rule based on their own set of laws, which sometimes align with Islam and 
sometimes contradict it. As-Sheezbiroon, however, is noted for his outward 
adherence to the Islamic Shari'ah and is recognized for practicing those aspects of 
Shari'ah that are well known among the people. But these people, while they have 


entered Islam, do not comply with its laws. 


Fighting against these types of people is obligatory by the consensus (ijma‘) of the 
Muslims, and no one who understands the religion of Islam and the reality of their 
situation has any doubt about this, for the peace they profess and the religion of 
Islam can never coexist. Furthermore, if it is obligatory to fight the Kurds, the 
Bedouin Arabs, and others from the desert regions who do not adhere to the 
Islamic Shari'ah—even if their harm does not extend to the people in the 
cities—then what about these individuals who do pose a danger to everyone? 
Indeed, it is compulsory to follow the Islamic legal method in combat, such as 
inviting them to comply with all the laws of Shari'ah if the call to it has not yet 
reached them, similar to how warlike disbelievers are first invited to the faith 


(before engaging in battle) if the call has not yet reached them. 


If it is agreed that those who fight them do so comprehensively, then it is to strive 
for the pleasure of Allah, to exalt His word, establish His religion, and obey His 
Messenger. This holds even if among the mujahideen there are sinners and those 
with corrupt intentions, such as those who fight for leadership or commit excesses 
in certain matters. The harm of not fighting them is greater to the religion than the 
harm of fighting with such elements. Thus, it is also obligatory to fight them to 
avert the greater of two evils by accepting the lesser one. Indeed, this is among the 


fundamental principles (Usul) of Islam that should be carefully considered. 


Moreover, it is a core tenet of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah to engage in military 
campaigns with every devout and sinful person. Allah supports this religion even 
through sinful individuals and oppressive nations, as the Prophet, peace be upon 
him, informed us. This is because if fighting only occurs alongside virtuous rulers 
or armies devoid of sinners, two outcomes emerge: either abstain from such 
campaigns, leading to the dominance of those who pose a greater threat to both 
religion and worldly matters; or to fight alongside sinful leaders, thereby averting 


the greater threat and establishing the laws of Islam to the greatest extent possible, 


even if not perfectly as during the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs. Thus, this is 
the obligatory course of action in this scenario and all similar ones. Indeed, many 
military campaigns that took place after the Rightly Guided Caliphs unfolded in 


this manner. 


It has been authenticated that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "Goodness 
and blessings are tied to the forelocks of horses (used in jihad) until the Day of 
Judgment: reward and spoils of war." (Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim). This 
authentic hadith supports the meaning of the narration by Abu Dawud in his 
Sunan, where the Prophet said: "Military expeditions will continue from the time 
Allah sent me until the last of my ummah fights the Dajjal. They will not be 
nullified by the tyranny of a tyrant or the justice of a just ruler." Furthermore, the 
Prophet stated: "A group from my ummah will remain upon the truth, unharmed 
by those who oppose them, until the Day of Judgment." These texts, along with 
others elaborating on this concept, form the foundation upon which 
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, from all groups, are in agreement: to engage in jihad 
against those deserving of it, alongside both righteous and sinful leaders. This is in 
contrast to the Rafidah and the Khawarij, who reject fighting under sinful rulers 


and have deviated from the fold of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah. 


This holds even with the Prophet's warning, peace be upon him, that "there will be 
leaders who are oppressive, treacherous, and sinful. Whoever endorses their 
falsehoods and assists them, then he is not from me and I am not from him, and he 
will not be returned to me at the 'hawdh: However, whoever does not endorse or 
assist them in their oppression, then he is from me, and I am from him, and he will 


be returned to me at the 'hawdh." 


Therefore, if one understands the command of the Prophet to engage in jihad 


under the leadership that will continue until the Day of Judgment, while also 


heeding his prohibition against aiding the oppressors, it is clear that the moderate 
path, which is the true religion of Islam, involves fighting those deserving of jihad, 
such as the people in question, under any group of Muslims who are more 
adherent to Islam than these people, if it is not possible to fight them except in this 


manner. 


One must refrain from assisting the group in anything that constitutes 
disobedience to Allah. Rather, they should be supported in acts of obedience to 
Allah, for there is no obedience to the created in matters that involve 


disobedience to the Creator. 


This is the best path of the ummah, both in the past and present. It is an obligation 
upon everyone who is capable. This path lies between the way of the Hurooriyyah 
and their likes, who follow destructive chaos due to a lack of knowledge, and the 
way of the Murjiah and their likes, who obey the rulers unconditionally, even 


when those rulers are neither righteous nor just. 


We ask that Allah grants us and our fellow Muslims the ability to follow what He 
loves and is pleased with, in both word and action. And Allah knows best. May 
peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and his 


companions. 
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